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The President's Message. .

The following is that portion of the Pres
identf s Message which relates to Kanzas

jgairs, and an abstract of the other parts of

the document:

The President commences by returning
thanks to the' Almighty for the numerous
benefits he ha3 bestowed on this people.
We have possessed ail the elements ot ma
terial wealth in rich abundance, and jet not
withstanding all these advantages, our coun

in its monetary interests, is at the
in a deplorable condition. In

the midst of unsurpassed plenty in all the
productions of agriculture, and all the ele
ments OI nauouaj weaiui, we mm uui iuau
noctures suspended, our public works re
tarded, our private enterprises of different
liiads abandoned, and thousands of useful
laborers thrown out of employment and re
duced to want. The revenue of the govern
ment, which is chiefly derived from duties
on imports from ' abroad, has been greatly
reduced, wmist me appropriations maae Dy
Congress at its - last session for the current
fiscal year ate very large in amount. Un-

der these circumstances a loan may be re-

quired before the close of your present ses-

sion. But this,' though deeply to be regrett-

ed, will prove to be only a slight misfortune
when compared to the suffering and distress
prevailing among the people. With this the
Government cannot fail to deeply sympat-
hize, though it may be without the power
to extend relief. The inquiry is, what has
produced these unfortunate results, and
whether their recurrence can be prevented.
It is apparent that they have proceeded sole-

ly from our extravagant and vicious system
of paper currency and bank credits, - inciti-
ng the people to wild speculation and gam-
bling in stocks. These revulsions must con-
tinue to recur at successive intervals so long
as the amount of paper currency and bank
loans and discounts in the country shall be
left to the discretion of 1 ,400 corresponding
banking institutions which, from the very
laws of their nature, will consult the inter-
est of their, stockholders rather than the
public welfare. Exercising the sovereign
power of providing a paper currency, in-

stead of coin for the country, the first duty
which these "banks owe to the public, is to
keep in their 'vaults a sufficient amount of
gold and silver to insure the convertibility
of their notes into coin at all times and un-
der all circumstances. No bank ought ev-

er to be chartered without such restrictions
on its business as to secure this result. Our
financial history for the last forty years has
been n .history of ia.t-rpjngin- in
the business of the country, followed by
ruinous contraetioas. At intervals the best
and most enterprising men have been tempt-
ed 10 their 'ruin by excessive bank loans of

them to extrava-
gant
mere paper credit, exciting

importation of foreign goods, wild
speculations, and ruinous and demoralizing
stock gambling. When the crisis arrives,
as arrive it must, the banks can extend no
relief to the people. In a vain struggle to
redeem i their liabilities in specie, they are
compelled to ! contract their loans and their
issues, and at last,- - in the hour of distress,
when their assistance is most needed, they
and their debtors sink together into insolv-

ency'.- In the meantime, it is the duty of
the Government, by all proper means with-

in its power, to aid in alleviating the suffer-
ings of the people occasioned by the sus-

pension of the banks, and to provide against
the recurrence of the same calamity. Un-- !
fortunately in either aspect of the case iti
can do but very little. '

Thanks to the Independent Treasury, the
Government has not suspended payment, as
it was compelled to by the failure of the
bank9 n the year 1 837. It will continue to
discharge its liabilities to the people in gold
and silver, it3 : disbursements in coin will
pass into circulation and materially assist in
restoring a sound currency. From its high
credit, should we be compelled to make a
temporary loan, it can be effected on advan
tageous terms. This, however, shall, if
possible, be avoided; but if not, then the
amount shall be limited to the lowest pract-
icable sum. I have, therefore, determined
that while no useful government works in
progress shall be suspended, new works not
already commenced will be postponed, if
this can be done without injury to the coun-
try. Those necessary to its defence shall
proceed as though there had been no crisis
in our monetary affairs.

Bat the Federal Government can do much
to provide against & recurrence of existing
evils. Even if insurmountable constitu
tional objections did not exist against the
creation of a national bank, this would fur
nish no adequate preventive security. The
history of the last Bank of the United States
abundantly proves the truth of this asser
tion. - .

After all, we must mainly rely on the
patriotism and wisdom of the States for the
prevention and redress of the evO. If they

ill afford us a real specie basis for bur pa-
per circulation, by increasing ' the denomi
nation of bank notes first to 620 and after-
wards to 850: if tW will rennire that the
banks shall at all times keep on hand at least

ue aouar of gold and silver for every three
collars of their circulation and deposits; and
" they will provide by a en-
actment which nothing can arrest, that the

-- meni they suspend they shall go into ii
.iiuaiion, i believe that such provisions,
with weekly publication by each bank of a

cufc ol us condition, wouia go iar to
. ure us against future suspensions of spe

j meats. Congress, in my opinion,possesses the power to pass a uniform bank
Uw, applicable to all banking instit-

utes throughout the United States; and I
irongly recommpniT' its xrriu. This

oM make it the irrevocable organic law of
u uanjt g existence, that suspension o

pecie payments shall produce itscivil death,
, existence of banks and the circulation
1 hank paper are so identified with the hab

01 our people, that they cannot at this
J be suddenly abolished without much

injury to the country. If we could con One

them to their appropriate sphere, and pre-
vent them from administering to the spread
of wild and reckless speculations by extrav-
agant loans and issues, they might be con-
tinued with advantage to the public; but
this I say, after long and much reflection, if
experience shall prove it to be impossible
to enjoy the facilities which well regulated
banks might afford, without . at the same
time suffering the calamities which the ex-

cesses of the banks have hitherto inflicted
on the country, it will then be far the lesser
evil to deprive them altogether of the power
to issue a paper currency, and confine them
to the functions of banks of deposit. .

Our relations with foreign governments
ate on the whole in a satisfactory condition.
The diplomatic difficulties which existed be-

tween the Government of the United States
and Great Britain at the adjournment of the
last Congress, have been happily terminated
by the appointment of a British minister to
this country, who has been cordially received

The President, whilst saying we have no
right to doubt the sincerity of the British
Government in their construction of the
Clayton-Bulwe- r treaty, at the same time ex-

presses his deliberate conviction that this
construction is in opposition both to its let-
ter and its spirit. The fact is, that when
two nations like Great Britain and the Uni-
ted States, mutually desirous of maintain
ing the most friendly relations with each
other, have unfortunately

.
concluded a, treaty

1 ..t J 1wmcn iney unaerstana in senses directly
opposite, the wisest course is to abrogate
such a treaty by mutual consent, and com-
mence anew. Had this been done prompt
ly, all difficulties in Central America would
most probably ere this have been adjusted to
the satisfaction of both . parties. Whilst
entertaining these sentiments, I shall never
theless not refuse to contribute to any rea
sonable adjustment of the Central Ameri-
can question, which is not practicably in
consistent with the common interpretation
of the treaty. Overtures for this purpose
have been recently made by the British Gov
ernment, in a friendly spirit, which I cor
dially reciprocate; but whether this renew
ed effort will result in success, I am not pre-
pared to express an opinion. A brief pe-
riod will determine. .

With France our ancient relations of
friendship still continue to exist. The
French Government has in several instan-
ces which need not be enumerated, evinced
a spirit of good will and kindness towards
our country, which I heartily reciprocate.
It is, notwithstanding, much to be regretted
that nations whose productions are of such
a character as to invite the most extensive
exchanges and free commercial intercourse,
should continue to enforce ancient and ob-

solete restrictions of trade against each oth
er. Uur commercial treaty with Ifrance is j

ies with all commercial nations. It zealous-
ly levies discriminating duties both in ton
nage and on articles, the growth, produce,
or manufacture of the one country when ar
riving in vessels belonging to the other.

With all other Kuropean governments ex
cept that of Spain, our relations are as peace
ful as we could desire. 1 regret to say that
no progress whatever has been made since
the adjournment of Congress towards the
settlement of any of the numerous claims
of our citizens against the Spanish Govern
ment; besides, the outrage committed on
our flag by the Spanish war frigate on the
high seas off the coast of Cuba, in March,
1 855, by firinginto the American mail steam
er Eldorado, and detaining and searching
her, remains unacknowledged and un redress- -

ed. The general tone and temper of the
Spanish Government towards the United
States is much to be regretted. Uur present
Envoy Extraordinarv and Minister Plenipo
tentiary to Madrid has asked to be recalled,
and my purpose is to send out a new Minis
ter to bpain, with special instructions on all
questions pending botween the two govern
ments, and a determination to have them
speedily and amicably adjusted, if thi3 be
possible.

With regard to the China Mission, the
President says: Whilst our Minister has
been instructed to occupy a neutral position
in reference to the existing hostilities at Can
ton, he will cordially with the
British and French Ministers in all peaceful
measures to secure by treaty stipulations
those just concessions to commerce which
the nations ot tne world nave toe rigm to
expect. I entertain no doubt that the three
Ministers will act in harmonious concert to
obtain similar commercial treaties for each
of the the Powers they, represent. Our
difficulties with New Grenada, which a short
time since bore so threatening an aspect, are
it is to be hoped, on a fair train of settle
ment, in a manner just and honorable to
both parties. With respect to the Isthmus
of Panama, he recommends to Congress the
passing of an act authorizing the President,
m case of necessity, to employ the land and
naval forces of the United States to carry
into effect the guarantee of neutrality and
protection. Also recommends similar leg
islation for the security of any other route
across the Isthmus in which we may ac
quire an interest by treaty.

Respecting the Walker Expedition to xi
caraguahe says such enterprises can do no
possioie gxxKi to iue country, out ua al
ready innictea mucn injury ooiu u jis in
terests and its character. I commend the

hole subject to the serious attention of Con
gress, believing that our duty and interest.
as well as our national character, requires
that we should adopt such measures as will
be effectual in restricting our citizens from
committing such outrages.

Citizens of the United States who are es
tablished in business in Paraguay, have had
their property seized and taken from them
and have otherwise been treated by the au
thorities in an insulting and arbitrary, man
ner, which requires redress. A demand for
these purposes will be made - in a firm but
conciliatory spirit. This will the more prob
ably be granted if the Executive shall have
authority to use other means in the event
of . a refusal; this is accordingly recom
mended.
1 The following is the whole of that part of
the President s Message which relates to
Kanza3. affairs:

It is unnecessary to state in detail the
alarming condition of the Territory of Kan-
zas at the time' of my inauguration. The
opposing parties then stood in hostile array
against each other and any accident might
have relighted the flames of civil war. Be-

sides, at this critical moment, Kanzas was
left without a Governor by. the resignation
of Governor Geary. - :7

On the 19th February previous, the Ter-
ritorial Legislature Lad passed a law provi-
ding for the election of Delegates on the
third Monday of June, to a Convention to
meet on the first Monday of September for
the purpose of framing a Constitution pre-
paratory to admission into the Union. v This
law was in the main, fair and just; and it is
to be regretted that all the qualified electors
had not registered themselves and voted un
der its provisions. ' . -

At the time of the election for Delegates
an extensive organization existed in the Ter
ritory whose avowed object it was -- if need
be, to put down the lawtul Government bv
force, and to establish a Government of
their own under the Topeka Con-
stitution. The persons attached to this
revolutionary organization abstained from
taking any part in the election.

The Act of the Territorial Legislature had
omitted to provide for submitting to the peo
ple the Constitution which might be framed
by the Convention; and in the excited state
of public feeling throughout Kanzas an ap-

prehension extensively prevailed, that a de-

sign existed to force upon them a Constitu-
tion in relation to Slavery against their will.
In this emergency it became my duty, as it
was my unquestionable right, having in
view the union of all good citizens in sup-
port of the Territorial laws, to express an
opinion on the true construction of the pro-
visions concerning slavery contained in the
Organic Act of Congress of the 30th May,
1854. Congress declared it to be "the true
intent and meaning of this Act not to legis-
late slavery into any territory or State nor
to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the peo-
ple thereof perfectly free to form and regu-
late their domestic institutions in their own
way." Under it Kanzas, "when admitted
as a State," was to "be received into the Un-
ion, with or without Slavery, as their Con-
stitution may drescribe at the time of their
admission."

Did Congress mean by this language that
the Delegates elected to frame a Constitution
should have authority finally to decide the
question of slavery, or did they intend by
leaving it to the people, that the people of
Kanzas themselves should decide this ques-
tion by a direct vote? On this subject I
confess I had never entertained a serious
doubt, and therefore in my instructions to
Governor Walker of the 28th March la t, I
merely said that, when "a Constitution shall
be submitted to the people of the Territory,
their right of voting for or against tnaFin- -

strument, and the fair expression of the pop
ular will must not be interrupted by fraud
or violence."

In expressing this opinion it was far from
mv intention to interfere with the decision

f the people of Kanzas either for or against
Slavery. From this I have always careful-
ly abstained. Entrusted with the duty of
taking "care that the laws be faithfully ex
ecuted," my only desire was that the peo-

ple of Kanza3 should furnish to Congress
the evidence required by the Urg.mic Act,
whether for or against slavery; and in this
myiner smooth their passage into the Un-

ion. In emerging from the condition of
territorial dependence into that of a sover
eign State it was their duty, in my opinion.
to make known their will by the votes of
the majority on the direct question whether
this important domestic institution should
or should not continue to exist. inaeea
this was the only possible mode in which
their will could be authentically ascertained.

The election of Delegates to a Convention
must necessarily take place in separate Dis
tricts, r roro this cruise it any reamy r.np
pen, as has oiten been tne cae, mat a ma
jority of the people of a State or Territory
are on one side ot a question, wniiai a ma-

jority of the Representatives from the seve
ral Districts into which it is divided may be
upon the other side. This arises from the
fact that in some districts delegates may be
elected by small majorities, whilst in others
those ot dinerent sentiments may receive
majorities sufficiently great not only to over
come the votes given for the former but to
leave a large majority of the whole people in
direct opposition to a majority of the dele
gates. Besides, our history proves that in
flue noes may be brought to bear "on the Rep
resentative sufficiently powerful to induce
him to disregard the will of his constituents.
The truth is that- - no other authentic and
satisfactory mode exists, of ascertaining the
will of a majority of the people of any State
or Territory on an important and exciting
question nee mat ot slavery in ivanzas, ex-

cept by leaving it to a direct vote. How
wise then was it for Congress to pass over
all subordinate and intermediate agencies
and proceed directly to . the source of all le
gitimate power under our institutions.

How vain would any other principle prove
m practice! ' Ibis may be illustrated by
the case of Kanzas. Should she be admit
ted into the Union with a Constitution eith
er maintaining or abolishing slavery, against
the sentiment of the people, this could have
no other effect than to continue and to ex
asperate the existing agitation during the
brief period required to make the Constitu
tion conform to the irresistible will of the
maiority.

The friends and supporters of the Ne
braska and Kanzas Act, when struggling on
a recent occasion lo sustain its wise provis
ions before the great tribunal of the Ameri
can people,1 never differed about its true
meaning - on this subject. Everywhere
throughc ii the Union they publicly pledged
their faith and their honor that they would
cheerfully submit the question of slavery to
the decision of the bona fide people of Kan
zas without any ' restriction or qualification
whatever. All were cordially united upon
the great doctrine of popular sovereignty;
which is the vital principle of our free in
stitutions. Had it then been insinuated
from any quarter that it would be a sufficient
compliance wita the requisitions cf the tJr

iranil 1 '1 nr ' f V L 'e' - iivj iue mcuiiKrs ot a voaveuuou
thereafter . to be elected, td withhold the
question of slavery from the people, and to
substitute their own will for that of a legal-
ly ascertained majority of all their constit-
uents, this would have 'been instantly re-

jected. Everywhere they remained true to
the resolution adopted on a celebrated occa-
sion, recognizing "the right of all the Ter-
ritories, including Kanzas 'and Nebraska,
acting. through the legally and fairly ex-
pressed will of a majority of actual resi-
dents, and whenever the number of their
inhabitants justifies it, to form a Constitu-
tion, with or without slavery, and be ad-

mitted into the Union upon terms of perfect
equality with the other States."

The Convention to frame a Constitution
for Kanzas met on the first Monday of Sep
tember last. They were called together by
virtue of an act of the Territorial Legisla
ture, whose lawful existence had been re
cognized by Congress in different forms and
by dinerent enactments. .

.

A lge proportion of the citizens of Kan
zas did not think proper to register their
names and vote at the election for Delegates,
but an opportunity to do this having been
fairly aflorded, their refusal to avail them-
selves of their right could in no manner
affect the legality of the Convention.

Thi3 Convention proceeded to frame a
Constitution for Kanzas, and finally ad-

journed on the 7th day of November. But
little difficulty occurred in the Convention,
except on the subject of slavery. The truth
is that the general provisions of our recent
State Constitutions are so similar, and I may
add so excellent, that the difference between
them is not essential.. Under the earlier
practice of the Government, no Constitution
framed by the Convention of a Territiory,
preparatory to its admission into the Union
as a State, had been submitted to the people.
I trust, however, the example 6et by the
last Congress, requiring that the Constitu-
tion of Minnesota ''should be subject to the
approval and ratification of the people of
the proposed State," may be followed on
future occasions. Ixk it for granted that
the Convention of Kanzas would act in ac-

cordance with this example, founded as it
is on correct principles ; and hence my in-

structions to Governor Walker, in favor of
submitting the Constitution to the people,
were expressed in general and unqualified
terms.

In the Kanzas-Nebrask- a Act, however,
this requirement, as applicable to the whole
Constitution, had not been inserted, and the
Convention were not bound by it3 terms to
submit any other portion of it to an election,
except that which relates to the "domestic
institution" of slavery. This will be ren-
dered clear by a simple reference to its lan
guage. It was "not to legislate slavery into
any Territory or State, but to leave the peo- -

lateineir domestic institutions in meir on
way." Accoiding to the plain construction
of the sentence, the words "domestic insti
tution" have a direct, as they have an ap- -

priate reference to slavery. "Domestic m- -

ulutions are limited to the tamuy. Ane
relations between master and slave, and a
few others, are "domestic institutions," and
are entirely distinct from institutions of a
political character. Besides, there was no
question then belore Congress, nor inaeea
has there since been any serious question
before the people of Kanza3 or the coun
try, except that which relates to the "do-
mestic institution" of slavery.

The Convention, after an angry and ex
cited debate, finally determined, by a major-
ity of only two, to submit the question of
slavery to the people, though at the last
forty-thre- e of the fifty delegates present at- -

fixei their signatures to the Constitution.
A larsre majority of the Convention were

n favor of establishing slavery in Kanzas.
They accordingly inserted an article in the

Constitution lor this purpose, similar in
form to those which had been adopted by
other Territorial Conventions. In the sched
ule, however, providing for, the transition
from a Territorial to a State government,
the question has been fairly and explicitly
referred to the people, whether they will

have a Constitution "with or without slave
It declares that before the Constitu

tion adopted by the Convention "shall be

sent to Congress for . admission into the
Union as a State," an election shall be held
to decide this question, at which all the
white male inhabitants of the Territory
above the age of 21, are entitled to vote.
Thev are to vote by ballot, and "the ballots
rast at said election shall be endorsed :

Constitution with slavery and 'Consti
lution with no slavery. If t! ere be a ma
ioirfv in favor of the 'Constitution wim

- r . .... i- - :..4s averv ' then It 13 lO 03 irausuinieu iw
J ' . 7 . , . - .i nCongress bv the rresiaent oi me vouveu

linn, m its original lorm. ii, on iue wu
trary, there shall be a majority in favor of
the 'Constitution with no slavery," then
the article providing for slavery shall be
stricken from the Constitution oy me i res

ident of this Convention i" and it is ex
nresslv declared that "no slavery 6hall exist
in the State of Kanzas, except that the right
of property in slaves now in the Territory
shall in no manner be interfered with ;" and
in that event it is made his duty to have the
Constitution thu3 ratified transmitted to the
Congress of the United States for admission
into the Union. ' i

At this election every citizen will have
an oDDortnnhv of expressing an opinion by

. ft . - . i - i
his vote, "whether Kanzas snail oe receiver
into the Union with or without slavery,
and this exciting Question may be peaceful

settled in mode required by theIvi . . the very
. It , L .uOrganic law. The election win De neiu uu- -

der legitimate authority and if any portion
of the inhabitants shall refuse to vote,
fair opportunity to do so having been pre
sented, this will be their own voluntary act,
and they alone will be responsible for the

Whether Kanzas shall be a free or a slave
Stita mtist Tntnally. under some authon
hv K W;.w hv an election: and the
Question can never be more clearly or di3
(inriW TrPnk' tr tha oeOTjle thin. it. 13 at
the present moment. : Should th3 opportu
rrity be rejected, she may be involved for
rears in domestic discord, and possibly in

I civil war, before she can again make np the

issue now so fortunately tendered,' and again
reach, the point she has already attained

. Kanzas has for some years occupied too
much of the public attention. It is high
time this should be directed to far more im
portant objects. When once admitted into
the Union, whether with or without slavery.
the excitement beyond her own limits will
speedily pass away, and she will then for
the first time be left, as she ought to have
been long since, to manage her own affairs
in her own way. If her Constitution on
the subject of slavery, or any other subject,
be displeasing to a majority of the people,
no human power can prevent them from
changing it within a brief period. . Under
these circumstances it may well be ques
tioned whether the peace and quiet of the
whole country 13 not of greater importance
than the mere temporary triumph of either
of the political parties in Kanzas.

Should the Constitution without slavery
be adopted by the votes of the majority, the
rights of property in slaves now in the Ter
ritory are reserved. The number of these
is very small ; but if it were greater, the
provision would be equally just and reason
able. These slaves were brought into the
Territory under the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, and are now the property of their
masters. This point has at length been
finally decided by the highest judicial tri-
bunal in the country. And this upon the
plain principle that when a confederacy of
sovereign ocates acquire new Territory at
their joint expense, both equality and jus-
tice demand that the citizens of one and all
of them shall have the right to take into it
whatsoever is recognized as property by the
common Constitution. To have summarily
confiscated the property in slaves already in
the Territory, would have been an act of
gross injustice, and contrary to the practice
of the older States of the Union which have
abolished slavery.

After the statement of Kanzas affairs, the
President next proceeds to the Utah ques-
tion. This is the first rebellion that has
existed in our Territories, and humanity
itself requires that we should put it down
in such a manner that it shall be the last.
To trifle with it would be to encourage it
and render it formidable. We ought to go
there with such an imposing force as to con-
vince these deluded people that resistance
would be vain, and thus spare the effusion
of blood. We can in this manner convince
them that we are their friends not their
enemies, in order to accomplish tnis ob
ject, it will be necessary, according to the
estimate of the War Department, to raise;
four more regiments, and this I earnestly
recommend to Congress. At the present
moment of depression in the revenues of
this country, 1 am sorry to be obliged to
recommend 6uch a measure, but I feel con- -
fident of th& supportofjCongress, cost what
restoring and maintaining-tnebcrtoi-mj-

-ij.

of the Constitution and laws over Utah.
He next recommends the establishment of

a Territorial Government for Arizonia, and
commends to the friendly consideration of
Congress the Pacific Railroad, without final- -

committing himself to either route.
The report of the Treasurer says that the

amount of revenue received from all sources
into the Treasury during the fiscal year end-

ing 33th of June, 1857, was 68,631,513
67, which amount, wiih the balance in the
Treasury at the commencement of the year,
makes an aggregate for the service of the
year OI ??00,00Z,003 1Z. .cxpeuuii.urea
amount to 70,822,724 85, leaving in the
Treasury at the commencement of the pres
ent fiscal year, July 1, 1857, 17,710,114
27. The receipts into the Treasury ior tne
first quarter of the present fiscal year, com-

mencing July 1st, were S2J.929.819 81,

and the estimated receipts of the remaining
three quarters, to the lstot July, iboo, are
S36,75J,000, making, with balance before
stated, an aggregate of 75.389,934 for the
service of the present hscal year, ihe ac-

tual expenditures ending the first quarter of
the present year, were zj,i,ozo o.
The probable expenditures of the remaining
three guarters to June 33, 1858, are 851,-248,5-

04, making an aggregate of 874,-963,0-

41, leaving an estimated balance
in the Treasury, at the close of the present
fiscal vear. of 8426,875 67. ihe amount
of the public debt unredeemed at this time,
825.165,154 57. The amount 01 esumatea
expenditures for the remaining three quar
ters of the present nscai year wm m au
probability be increased, from causes stated
by the Secretary. His suggestions, there-
fore, that authority should be given to sup

deficiency by an issue ofply any temporary
a limited amount of Treasurer's notes is ap--
nroved. and I accordingly recommend the
passage of such a law as stated in the report
of the secretary, ice tana oi waitu
1857, has been in operation lor only a scon
period of time, and under circumstances so.... t i l - c
nnfAroraTi e to a lust aeveiopmeui ui its sv

that I should resnlta as a revenue measure,
gard it a3 inexpedient, at least for the pres-

ent, to undertake its revision. I would call
the special attention of congress to me re-

commendation of the Secretary of the Navy,
in favor of the construction of ten small
war steamers, of light draught. The whole

cost of their construction would not exceed
82.300,000.

The President counsels great caution in
the bestowing of public land3. While as a
source of revenue they are of great impor-rin-

their importance is far greater as fur
nishing homes for a hardy and independent
race of honest and industrious citizens, who
desire to subdue and cultivate the soil, and
they ought to be administered mainly with
the view of promoting this wise and benev
olent policy. If Congress should hereafter
grant alternate sections to States or compa
nies as they have done heretofore, I recom
mend the intermediate sections retained by
the Government should be subject to pre
emption by actual settlers. - The present
system of making the Indians valuable pre-

sents to influence them to remain at peace,
has proved ineffectual. It is believed the
tetter rw pm tn lionize them " in suitable
localities, where they can receive the rudi
mpnta of edneation. and be gradually in
duced to adopt habits of industry-- So far
as the experiment has been tried it has
wcrkd well in tjractice, and will doubtless

prove to be less expensive than the present
system.- - - ,r

It will be seen, front the report of the
Postmaster General, - that the Post Office
Department still continues to depend on the
Treasury for an important portion of tha
means of sustaining and extending its ope-
rations.

The President' concludes by expressing
the determination to approve no bill which
he has not examined, and it will be a, case ,

of extreme necessity which, shall ever in-

duce me to depart from this rule.1 I there-- "

fore respectfully but earnestly ' recommend
that the two Houses would allow the Presi-
dent at least two days, previous to the ad"
journment of the session, within which no
bill shall be presented.

. The New Speaker.
Colonel Orr, who has just been elected

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
like his able and accomplished predecessor,
Mr. Banks, started from humble life, being
the son of a South Carolina clock-peddle- r.

He is somewhat unpopular with the fire- -
eating exclusives at the South, a3 well from-hi- s

Union-savin- g principles as from what
they consider his plebian origin and asso-
ciations. He stands rather apart from the
rest of the South Carolina delegation, and has
exhibited a greater inclination than they to
press the claims ot that estate in the distri
bution of r ederal patronage ; and he has
certainly done something to commend him-
self to a fair share of the spoils. Six thou-
sand a year in Uncle Sam's gold the Speak
er's salary is not bad to take by anybody
just now. We doubt even if the "fustest
lamihes in Virginia would refuse it, judg-
ing from the alacrity with which their rep-
resentatives have stepped into the less re'
munerative offices in the gift of the House.

1 he new bpeaker has served already three
terms in the House, and has been dilligently
employing his experience in qualifying him-
self for the office he holds. As chairman
of the committee relating to the subject, he
signalized himself by his report, fully and
explicitly vindicating Col. Fremont from the
imputations upon his accounts. In the last
Congress he will be remembered for the
vigor with which he pushed forward the
investigations of the Corruption Committee,
on which he served; and he is the author of
the stringent law for the prevention of Con-
gressional corruption, which was the result
of its deliberations.

Col. Orr is a man about forty, of large
frame, of a rotund stomach, and with a set
of lungs of immense power. When he rises
to catch the Speaker s attention, his 6hnu
voice soars above the tumult of the House
like the whistle of a locomotive. He is sin-
gularly prompt, quick-witte- d in argument
and retort, and pays the closest attention to
every detail of House business. The dull- -

ominous to a new comer in debate, when
that flat-hair- South Carolinian, with a
thread-bar- e faded black coat, leans forward,
put3 one hand to his ear, cocks his eye to-

wards the new member, like a contemplative
rooster looking after clear weather, and asks
whether he rightly understood the last re-

mark of the honorable gentleman, and if so
would like to inquire, etc. It is quite an
ordeal to go through.

Orr is a man of the world, of pleasant
social feelings, and thus is enabled to put
through the partisan work he assumes more
effectually than a person of more austerity
and ostentation.

Decay of the Asiatic Baces.
All history shows that indigenous Asiat

ic races require the direction of a dominant
class. Industrious, hardy, and with many
of the qualities essential in the development
of civilization, they seem to lack social
force. India was in the days of Aurung--
zebe what she was in the days of Ram.
China is now what she was a thousand years

mi n i i e rr I -ago. Tne ureeic rayaos oi Auraey aro
what the Greek peasant was in the days of
Cantacuzene. Their numbers even do not
materially change. They do not advance.
and need the directing force of a progress
ive race. It remains but to speculate on
the races to whom this high function must
be assigned. They must be Europeans, for
Europeans alone have acquired the necessa- -

. - re Try superiority in arms, ui jurupeaus uo
English and Russians alone display capacity
for the permanent administration of subject
peoples. It is to their hands that we be-

lieve Asia is to be intrusted. The advance
of Russia will be checked by no humanity
and few scruples. That of England may, ,

but she obeys the irresistible impulse the
more thoroughly for her occasional recoil.
Year by year the two powers close in toward
each other; and if the future may be pre-

dicted from the experience of the past, an
other century will see this quarter of the
globe governed from London, Washington
and St Petersburg. fnena oj maia.

The Louisville Journal says that the
Holston Conference of . the Methodist

t

Episcopal Church South, at its recent con-

ference in Marion, Va., rescinded that
elause in the discipline which prohibits
"the buying and selling of men, women
and children for the purpose of enslaving
them." There were over one hundred
traveling preachers ia the conference, and
only four voted against it 1 The propo--1

si tion is to be submitted to the twenty-thre- e

Annual Conferences South, between
this and the General Conference in May ;

next, for their approval. . ,

Reading maketh a full man, conference a
ready man, and writing an exact man ; and
therefore if a man write little, 'he had peed
have a great memory ; if he confer little,
he had need have a present wit ; and if he
read little, he had need have much cunning
tr seem to know that he doth not Lord
Byron. '

Makisg Shoes bt thjb HrxDRii fx
Dat. At Col. Wm. F Fannin's steam ,
tannery and shoe factory, at this place, n
the 7th inst., tea hands made during 4h

day one hundred and seven pairs of shoes I

That beats Yankee land itself. Lagrange,
Go., Reporter.'


